
The table below is intended to illustrate how the essential guidance included as paragraph .13 in the October 12, 2021 draft of the proposed 
revisions to AU-C section 210 compares to the application guidance included in extant paragraph .A32 as well as the presumptively mandatory 
requirement paragraph included in the draft included in the agenda material for the October 2021 meeting. 

Extant Application Paragraph Restated as a Requirement 
(From Draft Discussed by ASB 

on October 12, 2021) 

Restated as Essential 
Guidance 

Notes 

.A32 In accordance with the 
AICPA Code of Professional 
Conduct, which states that 
members have a responsibility to 
cooperate with each other, the 
predecessor auditor is expected to 
respond to the auditor’s inquiries 
promptly and, in the absence of 
unusual circumstances, fully, on 
the basis of known facts. If, due to 
unusual circumstances, such as 
pending, threatened, or potential 
litigation; disciplinary proceedings; 
or other unusual circumstances, 
the predecessor auditor decides 
not to respond fully to the inquiries, 
the predecessor auditor is 
expected to clearly state that the 
response is limited. 

.13   If, pursuant to paragraph 

.11, management authorizes the 
predecessor auditor to respond to 
the auditor’s inquiries regarding 
matters that will assist the auditor 
in determining whether to accept 
the engagement, in accordance 
with the AICPA Code of 
Professional Conduct statement 
that members have a 
responsibility to cooperate with 
each other, the predecessor 
auditor should respond to the 
auditor’s inquiries on a timely 
basis and, on the basis of known 
facts, unless prohibited by 
applicable law. However, if the 
predecessor auditor decides, due 
to impending, threatened, or 
potential litigation; disciplinary 
proceedings; or other unusual 
circumstances, not to fully 
respond to the auditor’s inquiries, 
the predecessor auditor should 
clearly state that the response is 
limited. Such unusual 
circumstances are expected to be 
rare. (Ref: par. .A33–.A34) 

.13  The AICPA Code of 
Professional Conduct states that 
members have a responsibility to 
cooperate with each other.  
Accordingly, if pursuant to 
paragraph .11, management 
authorizes the predecessor 
auditor to respond to the auditor’s 
inquiries regarding matters that 
will assist the auditor in 
determining whether to accept the 
engagement, the predecessor 
auditor has a responsibility to 
respond to the auditor’s inquiries 
on a timely basis and, on the basis 
of known facts, absent unusual 
circumstances and unless 
prohibited by applicable law. 
However, if the predecessor 
auditor decides, due to impending, 
threatened, or potential litigation; 
disciplinary proceedings; or other 
unusual circumstances, not to fully 
respond to the auditor’s inquiries, 
the predecessor auditor should 
clearly state that the response is 
limited. Such unusual 
circumstances are expected to be 
rare. (Ref: par. .A33–.A34) 

 
Statement of fact. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uses phrase “has a responsibility 
to” instead of “is expected to” to 
more closely mirror the Code 
requirement. 

 


